It is appropriate that we should join with
people all over the world to celebrate the Centenary
of lahatma Mohandas Karanchand Eandhl; Though an
Indian national, he was a world citizen, By any

standard, he would be categorized as great.

The Mabatma's greataness lay, ebove all, in his
dediention to serve, He vas Prépared to go to any
lengths and to vake any sacrifice in uw to eradicate
the evils in soclety, vhieh prevented human brotherhood

from being achieved in the rcal world.

His custom wes mot werely to preach, but alse
to proctise, tp set the example. It is said that

his explanntion for his simple loin eloth attire was
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that if he were to represent the countless millions
of India, he must be one with themj he must look and
feel like tha-;i

He not only fought against the ewils of the
cast system, but brought one of $he socalled
"untouchables? into his own home, Though an ardent
Hindu, his devotion %o HMH: unity resulted

in his death from a religious fanatie's bullet.

In the battle sgainst British imperialism, his
high moral scrupples sometimes dismayed his closest
lieutenants.

The Mahatema was escentially a men of peace. But
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he realized that peace eould emly come fromw ntruﬁ;ln;
He sade it clear that his belief in nomeviolence was
not to be confused with cowmrdiee and paelﬂ:m; I
heard one of his closest associates say than nm;-
viclenge m for him not a creed; that non-violence,
passive resistance and e¢ivil werc the only wethods
oper 10 him and the movement(he led in the struggle
againe t the British Raj under the then eonditions

prevailing in India,

In the courde.of his politieal struggle in
India, he influwented and reared a school of selfless
fighters for the people’s freedou.

But his influence was not limited to India,
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His example in the strugzle against British isperialisn
was an inspiration to many others in the far~flung

British Bopire and beyond.

The late Christian Martin Luther King was
virtually a diseiple of the Hindw Mahatoa, I mysalf,
during my student days in the USA was largely in=-

flueneed by his great struggle.

Gandhi did not live to gee the complete fulfilment
of his dreams, Hd spearheaded and saw the achievement
of the first gtage - national independence for I.Mia:.‘
The winning of) social justice in India and em a world

secle ig-yet to be. Others have taken up the fight

in new eonditions, .
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The battle for some of the Mahatma's ideals are now
beiyg waged inside the party which he mm‘ It is
ragrettable that his advice was not heeded for the di.l-

bandment of the Congress Party after independence. Had

this been done, perhaps India would have avoided some
of her present=day difficulties(and still hold the woral
leadership of the tmmmg

In doing homage tothe Mahatma's great persomality,
let us hope that his ideals would help the Indian people
and goverament to elean our some of the parasites and
barnacles which have attached themselves to the Indian

politieal bamdwagon., A people who hawe fought so bravely
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deserves a better reward.

Let us also hope that his ideals will illumine

and encourage in other lands,

LOWG LIVE THE MAHATMA
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